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Editorial

A subject reqularly discussed in moth-ing circles is the combination of

factors leading to reduced numbers of moths being attracted to garden

light traps at certain times of year. It is an unfortunate fact that in cold,

windy and/or moonlit conditions, particularly at the opposite ends of the

season, few moths will come to the large variety of light traps now
available to the enthusiastic amateur. However, when it comes to the
compilation of those end-of-year lists (to send to the county recorder!)
it becomes apparent that the overall variety of moths seen will have

evened out those barren spells, making the effort worthwhile.

The recent Mational Moth Might provided the perfect
example of how a combined effort of many recorders in
various parts of the county can actually provide a very
creditable list of species even though individual catches
were poor and the weather was far from ideal. It was
naoticeable that many people reported less than five
species in their traps on that cold Sunday morning in late
May and | expect there were moans and groans issuing
forth across Lancashire at yet another poor MMM, Yet
when it came to the overall results, nearly 190 different
types of moth had been found by the thirty two
contributars within the vice counties (59 and 60) covering
Lancashire and parts of Merseyside and Greater
Manchester. Common species recorded at only one site
[based on results received so far), included Peach Blossom,
Commaon Lutestring, Mottled Pug, Currant Pug, White-
spotted Pug, Double-striped Pug, Elephant Hawk-maoth,
Coxcomb Prominent and Silver ¥ amongst many others
The value of the records received from each individual
was therefore much greater when taken as part of the
whole picture.
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This snapshot of one day and night in Lancashire, and
across the UK, demonstrates the value of everyoneis
records throughout the rest of the year Within the
limitations of light trapping, each individual set of records
adds up to an ever-expanding picture of the distribution
and status of moths in the county. At a national level,
plans for the introduction of a new National Macro-moth
Recoding Scheme are at an early stage, but when this
gets the final go-ahead, the work we are carrying out
now in Lancashire will then be readily comparable with,
and become part of, the bigger national picture.






