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Five years and still going strong !

20034 saw the largest increase in the number of moth
recorders in Lancashire since the group formed in 1999
(how the five years have flown by!) and a warm welcome
to you all, To assist newcomers, Graham Jones has written
an article for this newsletter on ‘Getting Started' which
will hopefully cover many of the questions asked when
taking up this fascinating past-time. Back in 19939, the
group was formed with the sole aim of co-ordinating
math recording and establishing 8 comprehensive
database of historic and recent records. It was also
realised it was vitally important to provide assistance
and feedback in order to maintain the recorder’s interest
and to demonstrate the bigger picture of moth
recording and their status in the county,

One of the mast pressing needs was to provide an up to
date checklist of species for Lancashire and this was
published in Feb 2002. However the resultant increase in
recording activity since then has meant that the Checklist
has become 3 victim of its own success - it is now rather
out of date! In order to remedy this and to enable a quick
overview to be had of under-recorded species and areas,
one of our members, Kevin McCabe, is producing a 10km
square distribution spreadsheet for all Lancashire's moths.
Further information on the development and availability
of this spreadsheet will be published in the next
Mewsletter,

A prominent feature of the last five years has been the
way individuals have developed their interest in moths
tost started by running a light trap of some type in their
own garden, Some acquired generators and visits were
made to nature reserves or other suitable or interesting
sites. Others have taken to visiting and recording in the
gardens of family, friends or people they have introduced
themselves to!

This level of recording has considerably enhanced the
distribution maps for many moth species, Additionally,
some of the county's moth enthusiasts have developed
their interest even further. The study of the micro-
lepidoptera is a bit of an acquired taste and lack of, or
price of, identification literature plus the sheer number
af species involved has meant some have dabbled in
this area but in the end decided to stick to the larger
maths. However several have persevered and become
very competent micro-lepidopterists extending  their
repertoire to larval identification as well. This element
opens a whole new world of interest and allows quite
extensive lists of species to be made, for example, in the
daytime particularly in the autumn. The recent Leaf-mine
serinar at Edgehill College, Ormskirk will hopefully have
helped to develop this interest further [(see article later
in this newsletter).

We now have a large pool of experienced moth recorders
in Lancashire and | would like to think that this has helped
expand the level of interest currently being shown. There
are now over 90 people who send in regular sets of
records varying from the odd one or two sightings to
extensive lists and in 2003 over 71,000 moth records were
entered onto the county database [thanks Kevin, Chris
and Barbaral)

It would be great to hear from anyone who has just
started mothing in the last year or so. Please would you
consider putting together a short article on how you felt
about your first few years. What problems did you
encounter; what were the highs and lows of that first
year; will you be carrying on next vear? Details of how to
submit a note or article can be found on the back of this
newsletter.






