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The Belted Beauty

Work has been carried out this spring on establishing the status
of the Belted Beauty in Lancashire. This is one of the very few
Butterfly Conservation Regional Action Plan top priority moth species
which may still have colonies in our area. The moth still occurs south
of the county in the Wirral but only two recent records are known for
Lancashire. There are some very old records from the Formby dunes
area and more recently both a larva and an adult moth have been
seen in the Sunderland Point area, but unfortunately not since the
late 1980s. John Leedal took an excellent photo of the adult moth
from the latter site in 1982. In April this year there have been two
records of single females found in the Ainsdale dunes giving hope
that the species may still have a colony in this area.

Searches at the Sunderland Point site in late March
and early April failed to find any sign of the adult
moth but a comment was received from Pat
Livermore, the botanist and finder of a single larva,
that the habitat in that area has net changed much
in the intervening years. There is still therefore some
hope of the moth being present and searches for
larvae will be made from late May onwards
A picture of this distinctive larva can be found
in Jim Porter's Colour ldentification Guide to
Caterpillars of the British Isles

| am extremely grateful to John Leedal for information
on his find and the photograph of the moth and to
Pat Livermore for the details on the larva she found.




Eudonia murana -orisit?

Within the pyralid family, the Scoparia and Eudonia moths can be some of the more
difficult to separate to species level. Time of year, wing pattern and shape are
important features when considering a particular identification. Additionally the
habitat in the area of capture has often been considered important particularly when
identifying Eudonia murana. In Goater's British Pyralid Moths, its distribution is
given as locally common on moors and mountains from Devon northwards to

Scotland. The species with which it could most easily be confused is Eudonia
truncicolella, which has a generally similar flight period but Goater intimates this is

a species of larger woods throughout Britain.

Recent research by Bob Heckford and Phil Sterling (Entomaologists Gazette,
51:13-21) demonstrates that there are no acceptable records of E. murana
from southern England and those that were previously published and have
heen examined refer to B truncicolella. Many of these identifications were
believed to have been made based on the habitat in which the moth was
This obviously raises the question of E. murana records from
It has been obwious from records of E

observed,

moorland sites in Lancashire,
truncicolella in Lancashire that this species has been noted well away from
large woodland sites and it is therefore possible that it may well occur in
moorland and upland areas in the county, It would be worthwhile retaining
voucher specimens of potential E. murana from such sites in the coming
season to try and resolve this problem. Steve Palmer is willing to examine the
genitalia of any voucher specimens retained.

Dark Marbled Carpet

The occasional record of this
species turns up quite regularly in
moth lists throughout the county,
but how many are correctly
identified? In an attempt to try and
track down the true distribution of
this frequently misidentified species
[ 'wiould be grateful if recorders
could retain a voucher specimen if
they suspect this species occurs in
their area. Specimens can be sent
to Steve Palmer for confirmation
(address on back).

Articles Wanted

Following on from the request for
articles, anecdotes ete. for the
newsletter or annual report, two
rather differing contributions have
heen received. Thank you to both
authors - many maore like these
please. If anyone else has material
to contribute, be it a short note or
a longer article, please forward to
the address at the end of this
newsletter






