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“Dark side of the Carpet” ChrisDarbyshir

ln response to Stephen's note in the
Summer 2000 newsletter, regarding Dark
Marbled Carpet, | decided to look back at
my annual log sheets for records of
Common and Dark Marbled Carpets,
going back to 1984. Comparing the two
it is immediately evident just how much
the latter species is a Billinge rarity.
Partly as a consequence of it being
single-brooded and partly because it is
not annual here, only 26 Dark Marbled Wl U LE R el
were recorded during the years 1984-96  park Marbied Carpet - per Hannah Barlow — P.Pugh ag 2000

and it has not been recorded since then. Dates for Dark Marbled Carpet at Billinge range from

During the same per]gd Common  23th July (1995) to12th September (1991) with a peak

: between August 29th and September 6th, just a few days
Marbled totalled 390 and is recorded : : " :
earlier than the peak for second brood Common Marbled.

annually.
Although all records have been confirmed by reference to
the text illustration in Skinner [fig. 16, page 33), in my
own experience another impression seems to emerge.
Mone of the Dark Marbled caught in Billinge have had
the dull, nonedescript grey-brown character shown by so
Dirk many of the Common Marbled, All have been quite
Murbied gaudy, similar to the one illustrated here, or even louder
karpet in pattern. Perhaps this is a local trait - perhaps not.
 Darvshire Comments and impressions from other areas would



Red Undernving P Pugh

Furthur records of
Argyresthia trifasciata

On the mights of 16th and 18th June
this year, lan Kimber reported single
specimens of Argyresthia trifasciata
resting on the outsice of the light-
trap in his garden at Littleborough,
This is the second known area for
this species in Lancashire, following
an from the first records earlier in
Flixtom on 12th and 14th May
The
the

in the county owver quite a wide

record tends to indicate that

moth is expanding its range

front, although it's spread may be
assisted by local garden centres
Whether regular breeding popu
lations will develop in the area

remains to be seen.

A Garden First

Af'l:‘:r trapping in the same garden for several years

It becomes more and more difficult to add new

resident species to the garden list. In mid-August,
Mary Broomfield reported her first Red Underwing for
the garden and this prompted discussion on the

status of this species.

The 1998 Annual Report had a list of some sightings and a brief look at the

muoths increase in Cheshire and Lancashire. It seems likely that this rather
local but occasionally common moth is now well distributed throughout
south and north Lancashire. It also seems loath to enter light-traps, often
sitting an an adjacent wall and as the species is rather flighty, hirds etc

could often disturb it before the traps are checked in the maorning.

The species and dates listed below in the Recent Sightings are provisional.
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Corrections Next meeting

he front page of our second | A date has been set for Monday Sth
20071 at 7.30pm and will ke

held at Comma Design, Suite 4,

newsletter proudly proclaimed the March
recent sighting of Belted Beauty in
Leigh Wharf, Canal Street, Leigh,
Lancashire WN7 4DB. 5] 654999,
Leigh is situated in Leigh
Leave the ME at
junction 23 [Haydock Park] and take
the ALBO towards Manchester. Go
first roundabout, through

Lancashire based on two femnales
being found on the Ainsdale MMNR.
Further checks have revealed that Wharf
both sightings were unfortunately il eenas

incarrect and related to other

insects. This is a very sad state of I
over the

faur
together] and turn left on the A579,

affairs as it was hoped that this

sets of lights [two sets close

slight ray of hope for the species in

the county could provide the | Tum right at the next set of lights

starting block for a local species
recovery programme. The moth is
ane of the top priority species in the
north-west area and further checks
will be made next spring Lo see if the

moth does still occur in Lancs.

vour left) for
approximately 1.5miles and turn left

(fire station on
at the first set of traffic lights. Turn
first left
immediately in front of you. There 15

" ] 3, ST,

ind leigh  Wharf is
ample parking and the office can be
reached wia the glass doors to the
left of
‘Comma’

the Press  the

building.
located on the left

hand wall at the side of the doors.

ey







