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Yellow Horned in the Chorley area in 2001

-I_his moth hunting is a strange business!  This record contradicts everything | have read so far
regarding this moth, stating they are poor flyers and can
only be obtained from Birch coppice. Tuth even stated
both weather conditions and the actual  that Yellow Hormed could be beaten from the end of Birch

catch recorded we stuck out 2 MVs in twigs, they were that docile - and yet last night the
' individual must have undertaken some form of short

a rural garden near ChGHE‘-,-’. We Eaught range dispersal to turn up in the garden trap.

6 individual moths of 4 species, 2

Tortricodes alternella, 2 Chestnut, 1 Pale

On what was a particularly poor night for

Skinner states that they may overwinter twice as a pupae
and maybe that is why they appear to be more numerous
Brindled Beauty...and a Yellow Horned this year than last | have always presumed biannual

: . emergence was not simply a strategy o miss out poor
The trap in which the Yellow Horned was weather years [ which | don't believe last year was),
present contained only 1 Chestnut and 1 1t also allows species such as Yellow Horned, which have

T alternella. and was situated no maore a limited time and weather window in which to mate, an
g even chance by staggering their emergence over two

than 40 metres from the house and about years. Thus the population remains small(ish] yet stable

500 metres from the main clump of and the chances of successful pairing by individuals is
increased.

Birch where we recorded several Yellow
Horned the pI’E"u'iDUS Saturday ﬂ]ght. What | do know is that Hannah and | placed our trusty
Heath trap (they are attracted to actinic light apparently)
in at least & particularly beautiful Birch woods this time
last year, both on the West Pennine moors and on the
Wirral [as well as under the Birch trees from which we
collected Yellow Horned on Saturday night], and did not
cateh a single one. And yet a Yellow Horned comes to
light in poor weather away from Birch in a garden light-
trap - this moth hunting, it's a strange business.
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