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Strange goings on at the Blue Anchor

| came across the following in one of the  On the night of 27th August 1964, shartly after throwing
EﬂTDmD|GQiCH| diaries of Dr C J Goodall. out time..a "gentleman” Il.:uving the Bl.u.t*_ Anr.hnr Haotel i.n

Lancaster, was attempting to stabilise himself, half
The details from his notes are expanded  walking, half stumbling out the lobby door. As his
[Wit’l‘l 3 bit of pGEEiC |'ECEHCE] to create this outstretched hand .gratefully made contact with a
O supportive wall he felt a strange movement under his
Iﬂ'[I‘IgUIﬂg story... fingers. He desperately tried to focus bath eyes to see
what manner of creature his hand had touched, but
before he knew what was happening a loud sgueaking
noise brought him to his senses. Such was the man’s
panic when he finally focused on the evil looking shape
staring up at him that his shrieks of horror caused the
local Constabulary to be called by the Hotel's owner. On
arrival, presumably with handcuffs and truncheon at the
ready (this being well before the days of C5 Gasl, the
officer decided that discretion was the better part of
valour and he immediately called in reinforcements,
Fortunately the arriving Pest Control Officer was more
knowledgeable in matters lepidopterous and soon realised
that the insect was less of a hazard than had been
believed. On the following day the hapless creature, the
moth not the inebriated gentleman, was passed on 1o a
local natural historian and photographer (Mr Horrace
Kinloch) who obligingly passed it to Or Goodall. And the
name of this fearsome creature - a superb Death’s-head
Hawk-moth. Mot really suprising that it caused such a
stirl

| would like to thank Simon Hayhow of Feetwood
Museum for allowing access to the Goodall collection and
diaries Lo carry out research.

Deaths-head Hawk Moth - bred from wild stock






