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Early Season Records - 2002

Several mid-winter moths made occasional forays forth in the milder
days encountered during January. Mottled Umber and Chestnut were
reported from Flixton (Kevin McCabe - KM), Winter Moth from Burrow
Heights, Lancaster (Barbara Cockburn - BCo) and Twenty-plume Moth
from Preston (Steve Palmer - SMP), all by the 6th January. A record
of December Moth from Chorlton (Ben Smart - BSm) on 9th Jan, was
twenty-plme Moth— LINUsUAl as it is rarely seen after the end of December. Even stranger
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raut Pugh Was the one at the New Inn at Wray on 25th Feb (Pete Marsh - PM).

By the first week of February newly emerged moths were
being found quite frequently with Pale Brindled Beauty
and Early Moth being noted from several sites. March
Moth made a very early appearance on the 29th January
at Chorlton [BSm).  On 4th Feb an incredibly early
Common Quaker appeared in Flixton [KM) while indoors,
an Indian Meal Moth [Plodia interpunctella) was
recorded from Hough Green, Widnes [Jeff Clarke].

The last math record made by Geoff and Donna Athertan
prior to their departure to Shetland on 7th Feb, was of a
Spring Usher near 5t Helens. | wish them all the very best
in their new home on Foula and would be interested to
hear if they see any moths up there before the end of
May! [Perhaps leff and Donna will write us a short note
on their mothing experiences in Shetland?). Apart from
the ower-wintering species, there are few freshly
emerged micromoths to be seen this early in the year, but
Tortricodes alternella, a commaon late winter moth was
seen in Littleborough (lan Kimber - 1Kr) on 4th Feb. and
Dalton on 11th (Chris Darbyshire - CDa) while much
earlier, a Light Brown Apple Moth (Epiphyas postvittanal
was noted at Burrow Heights, Lancaster on 14th lan
(Laura Sivell - LS).







