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The Epirrita famlly Stephen Palmer

During 2000, 2001 and part of 2002,
quite a bit of effort was put into positive
identification of the various members of
the Epirrita genus encountered in
Lancashire (Autumnal, Small Autumnal,
November and Pale November Moths).
As the moths are virtually impossible
to identify (with the exception of
Small Autumnal) without recourse to
microscopic inspection, it has been
necessary to dissect specimens from all areas. In lowland parts of the
county, November Moth is the most widespread and common of this
group with only a small handful of Pale November being noted in

areas of deciduous woodland. The opposite is true in upland areas
of north Lancashire where, from mid-September onwards, Pale

November proliferates, particularly in the wooded valleys. To date none
have been examined from similar areas in the south of the county. Small
Autumnal Moth has been recorded intermittently on quality moorland sites
in the south and north during late August and early September. Despite this,
a wisit to one upland site on the last day of August produced large numbers
of Autumnal Moth, but no Small Autumnal. The absence of the latter species
was not unexpected as the site was dominated by large areas of grassy, rather
than heather clad, moorland. However, there were no obvious larval
foodplants of the Autumnal Moth (Birch or Alder) nearby, making the
abundance of that species most confusing. Records so far suggest that
Autumnal moth is rather uncommon in lowland parts of the county although
the Wigan area has produced more records of this moth than November
Math. Further research into the distribution of these enigmatic maths may
start to resolve some of these anomalies.






