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A Summary of Moth Records

June to September 2003

2003 could turn out to be a one-off year where second broods and

strange flight times will go down in the record books as ‘in 2003 only’

However it could also be the year that sets the trends for the future

and the latter seems more likely.

In assessing what to include in the second half of year
report, it has been difficult to decide what to leave out as
there have been so many highlights. Mew county records
have mostly been restricted to the micros so far but at
least one of these has produced a huge expansion in the
nationally known range of the species. Many moths only
occasionally recorded as second brooded in Lancashire
have turned up in good numbers over much of the
county. Some moths which are not reported as having a
second brood in Britain have turned up well cutside their
usual flight periods. Once again Pete Marsh has been
pushing the bounds of recording to new heights with
coverage of areas previously un-recorded and turning up
several new and interesting records. Where do we start!

Back in June, things looked set for another typical
northern summer with few migrants on the wing and
resident species ticking over nicely but with little to write
home about. &n unusually late Pale Pinion at Flixton on
the 3rd and the first Least Minor of the year at Gait
Barrows on the 4th were hardly earth-shattering and a
Rush Veneer at Heysham on the 3rd gave little hint of the
'migrant summer' to come, A concerted effort at Warton
Crag over a couple of weeks to ascertain if Cistus Forester
was still present, failed, disappointingly, to find any sign
of the species. On the 6th a single Beautiful Brocade was
reported and photographed in Wilpshire, near Blackburn
but discussion on the exact identity of this moth is still
ongoing. The only other possible recent county record of
this moth was again unconfirmed and highlights the
need for retention of specimens of these tricky species to
be sure of the correct identification. Mid June records of
Wood Tiger on Belmont Moor, 40+ Clouded Magpie in
Dalton [Cumbria but VCBO) and Satin Wave at Heysham
did much to lift the spirits and are always good to receive,
as were records of the presumably under-recorded
Currant Clearwing (to pheromone at FHixton and
St Helens). From mid-month onwards Humming-bird
Hawk-math started to appear widely across the county
and initial estimates indicate this has been a bumper year
for this moth with at least 24 separate sightings up to
the middle of September (although it has failed to grace
a certain Preston garden, yet again!l],






